
 

 
 

�orCal URISA Board Meeting 
March 4, 2009 

 
Location: Sacramento County Assessor’s Office. 
 
Attendees: Dave Hansen, Dan Henderson, Charmaine Yeung, Jen Michaelis, Barbra Simpson, Maria 
Clay.  
Phone attendees: Linda Wright, Geney Terrey, Cindy Starr, Ian McGovern 
 

I. Summary of the February 1, 2009 Workshop 
a. There were 31-32 attendees 
b. The Instructors were very professional and highly regarded 
c. All expenses have been paid to the Instructors by the Treasurer Lorri Peltz-Lewis. 
d. Linda Wright has outstanding expenses to be paid, she will send Lorri the receipt. 
e. The consensus was emailing the material was beneficial for many reasons, it was suggested we 

continue this practice in the future. URISA International indicated that this was acceptable as long 
as those receiving the materials recognized that the material is copyrighted and not available for 
distribution. 

f. Lorri Peltz-Lewis identified expenses for the presenters in the treasurer’s report.. This may not 
include all expenses, but the total is about $2,000 for the workshop. 

 

II. URISA Pre-conference workshops for Cal GIS 2009 
a. There were previous discussions regarding having the Systems Integration and Design workshop 

at Cal GIS 2009 by Tom Pattison and Dave Peters. The suggestion was to move this workshop to 
a Chapter Meeting after July 1, 2009 to fulfill the chapter meeting obligations. This was agreed 
upon. Charmaine Yeung will forward the contact information for Tom Pattison and Dave Peters 
to Dave Hansen. He will contact them to let them know that the Chapter is very interested in 
having this workshop in the fall of 2009. 

 

III. Cal GIS 2009 
a. All pre-conference workshops are in place. 
b. The cost is $100.00 for conference attendees and $150.00 for non conference attendees. Is this 

true for the HAZUS workshop or for both? 
c. The pre-conference workshops include: Hazus and ESRI workshops.  
d. Currently there are 90 confirmed registrants, we would like an additional 150. The average is 

500.  
e. There are 3 new sponsors. 
f. Barbara is sending out a weekly email blast newsletter reminding people of the conference 
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g. Dan Henderson suggested sending an email blast newsletter regarding the re-conference 
workshops- agreed by all. 

h. A new speaker was paired with Terri Takai, he is the CIO of the New York City Department of 
Health. 

i. Currently, chairs of CalGIS 2009 committees who are not registered can register for the 
conference at early bird rates. Check with Barbara Simpson on the actual rate. 

j. NorCAL URISA Board members whose organizations are not able to pay the current 
registration fee should send an email to Barbara Simpson and Lorri Peltz-Lewis explaining their 
situation. Decisions on actions by either organization will be on a case by case basis. The Board 
feels that it is important for Board members to attend the conference.  

 
IV. Board elections – Cindy Starr (Thanks Cindy) 

a. Cindy Starr has prepared a draft call for nominations which will be sent out to the 
membership. 

b. Deadline for nominations will be April 15th. 
c. Current nominees are Dan Henderson for President-elect. This is acceptable to Dan. 
d. As nominations are received, the nominee will be contacted to verify that they are will to 

serve in the position. They will be asked to provide a brief bio. 
e. Once nominations are closed, the membership will be sent an election form 

(SurveyMonkey) with elections closing 2 weeks after the survey is issued. 
f. Nominations for positions of President-Elect, Treasurer, and Secretary will be accepted 

regardless as to whether they are currently URISA International members. They will need 
to become members of URISA by the time that they assume office in July. 

g. Cindy Starr and Linda Wright will be identified as contacts for any questions that members 
may have concerning Board positions. 

h. The Board expressed concern that we have continuity in the Treasure’s position. This may 
require modification of the By-Laws. Dave Hansen will be reviewing this issue and send 
comments on the By-Laws and possible actions to the Board. 

V. Treasure’s Report – Lorri Peltz-Lewis sent the report to all members. The current balance in 
the account is about $8,727. 

VI. Other Business: 
a. Lorri Peltz-Lewis had put together a revised membership database in Access. She would 

like to do a Weimar on this. Due to her schedule she will send out possible dates which 
will probably be after CalGIS in April. 

b. Web Pages – Robert Thomas (via E-mail) 
i. February Website Stats - URL: http://www.norcalurisa.org 

  Page Loads Unique Visitors First Time Visitors Returning Visitors 

Total 229 96 71 25 

Average 8 3 3 1 

 
ii. Robert has been maintaining the Chapter web pages for years. The Board discussed 

migrating these responsibilities to other Board members. Jen Michaelis and Geney 
Terry both expressed interest in taking on these tasks. This will be further discussed 
after CalGIS 2009. 

c. Maria Clay will be transitioning to a new position at CalTRANS. Good luck Maria.   
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d. May or June Chapter Meeting – The Board discussed closing out the Chapter year with a 
Networking meeting for the Chapter. Besides conducting Chapter business with the 
members and presentation of the Board for 2009-1010, the focus would be on an open 
relaxed meeting to discuss issues. This is a particularly challenging year for all members 
regardless of the organization in which they are working or have worked. It may also be an 
opportunity to encourage students to attend and make contacts. The plan to begin about 
3:30 PM and for those interested to adjourn to a convivial location to continue discussions. 
Dan Henderson will be suggesting some ideal locations. 

   
 
 


